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Cedarville College

Waiting For
The Har11est
edarville College was born
in the com fields of Greene
County in 1887. We remain
a rural campus in the providence of
our God, and it's a great place to
fulfill our mission.
The values of being a Christian
liberal arts college out in the country
are many. A major benefit is the
constant reminder of the laws of the
harvest. Our local farmers till the
soil, plant the seed, wait for the
necessary spring and summer rains,
and wait for what they hope will be a
fruitful harvest.
Numerous times in the New
Testament, evangelism is likened to
the harvest. In John 4:35, our Lord
said, "Say not ye, There are yet four
months, and then cometh harvest?
behold, I say unto you, Lift up your
eyes, and look on the fields; for they
are white already to harvest." "Then
saith He unto His disciples, The
harvest truly is plenteous, but the
laborers are few; Pray ye therefore
the Lord of the harvest, that He will
send forth laborers into His harvest"
(Matthew 9:37,38).
The apostle Paul uses this analogy
of farming and evangelism with the
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Corinthians when he said in his first
letter to them in 3:6, "I have planted,
Apollos watered but God gave the
increase."
The farmer sows the seed, waters
the soil, and waits on God to give
the increase of his efforts in due
time. So in evangelism we must
understand the importance of
patience. We sow the seed of God's
truth, water it in prayer, and wait for
God to bring forth the lasting fruit.
An important piece of our
Cedarville College culture is our
concentration in prayer for unsaved
parents of members of our college
family. In chapel, on the very first
day of the academic year, I ask all
students who have unsaved parents
to stand. Our students know that they
and their parents will be surrounded
with prayer. In other chapel services
throughout the year, we do the
same-especially on our Day of
Prayer. This is a major prayer
emphasis for us. Almost every year
we hear the testimonies of those
whose parents have come to Christ.
As we near our annual
commencement, we pray for those
parents and other loved ones who

will be in attendance. During my
address to the graduating seniors and
their families, I share the gospel and
challenge those who need the Savior
to repent and believe.
I understand the wait for God to do
this may be long-possibly yearseven decades. But we must wait on
the Lord of the harvest.
The Lord saved me at 17 years of
age. I longed to see my father come to
Christ. The seed was faithfully sown
by many of us and watered in prayer
over time. Ten years later, Dad called
me one afternoon to say, "I want you
to be the first to know. I just received
Christ as my Savior." He was 61 years
of age. Eight months later, he went
home to be with the Lord.
Our Cedarville College family is
committed to investing our lives in
bringing others into the family of
God. Seldom will the sowing,
watering, and harvesting take place in
a short period of time. We must learn
to wait on the Lord of the harvest.
Will you join us in this glorious
effort?
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What Are You
Waitin3 for?
Waiting For The
Harvest
L

by Dr. Paul Dixon

ife is full of waiting. And usually when we wait for
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something, we know about how long the delay will be until
we receive it. When we order a product through the mail, we
wait four to six weeks for it to arrive. When we order a meal
at a restaurant, we wait 15 to 20 minutes for our server to
bring us our food. When our loved ones leave on vacation,
we wait for their return at the end of a few days or weeks.
Christians wait for the return of Christ, an event that will
usher them into an eternal existence with God the Father. No
one knows when Christ will come back, but a home in
heaven is worth the wait.
What are you waiting for? If you haven't trusted Christ as
your Savior, then you won't be able to experience a glorious
eternity with God the Father. The great news, however, is
that you don't have to wait any longer to put your trust in
Christ. You can settle your future right now! "For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world through him might be
saved" (John 3: 16-17). Also, read Romans 4:4-7 and
Romans 6:5-8. And ask a Christian friend about eternal life
in Christ Jesus.
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Editor

By turning your life over to Christ- repenting of your sin
and accepting Christ's payment of your debt- you'll live a
life with meaning and know you will live forever. "For
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved" (Romans 10:13). Why wait?
For more information, or for personal help in knowing
Christ, please contact:
Dr. Harold Green
Vice President for Christian Ministries
Cedarville College
P.O. Box 601
Cedarville, OH 45314
513-766-2211
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CAMPUS NEWS

College Announces Ministry Center Campaign
C edarville College has announced a fund raising campaign to finance a 120,000 square foot Ministry Center which will house
a new chapel and two other vital areas of college life under one roof.
The chapel will bring the college family together in a 3,400 seat auditorium which can be expanded to seat 4,000. New
facilities in the building will enable the Christian Ministries Department to better serve students who are volunteering in record
numbers for regular weekly ministries and global outreach. And the Department of Music will have a teaching and performing
facility commensurate to the quality of its premiere faculty and students.

Rohm Named VP for Christian Ministries
R obert Rohm, director of planned giving at Cedarville College, has been named
Vice President for Christian Ministries at the College. He replaces retiring director
Dr. Harold Green who will continue to serve the College in the area of church relations.
A graduate of Cedarville College with a degree in business administration, Rohm
pursued a business career in Dallas, Texas for several years. He earned a Master of
Religious Education degree at Grand Rapids Baptist Seminary and then served with
Bethel Baptist Church in Fruitport, Michigan for 12 years. His responsibilities in
associate pastoral ministries included working with college-age young people.
Rohm returned to Cedarville to join the Development Division in 1986. His
involvement with ministry included leading a Missionary Internship Service (MIS)
team to Australia and teaching in the Pastors Bible Institute in Togo, West Africa. He
also led Bible studies for Cedarville College graduates teaching in China while he was
in Beijing to renegotiate contracts for the teachers.
A member of Grace Baptist Church in Cedarville, Rohm chaired both the Board of
Deacons and the search committee for the present pastor. He has taught various Sunday
School classes and currently provides pulpit supply for other churches.

Forensics Produces Champions
C edarville College forensics team members continued their winning tradition
in the 1995 Ohio Forensics Association varsity and novice tournaments . In
varsity competition, senior Jeremy Grinnell took first place in two events: Poetry
and Programmed Oral Interpretation. In the novice tournament, three sophomores
were state champions. Eric Sorenson won in three events: Informative,
Communication Analysis, and Programmed Oral Interpretation. Krista Price
topped the field in Persuasion. Price and Derrick Green won first place in
Dramatic Duo. Price is studying elementary education, and the men are
communication arts majors .
The Cedarville team had taken the sweepstakes competition for the previous
five years, but relinquished the title this year, coming in second to The Ohio State
University team.

Itineraries
Dr. Paul Dixon
President

Hudson, Florida

Word of Life Pastors Conference
April 24-27

Southfield, Michigan

Emphasis On Ministry

Stewardship Conference, Highland Park
Baptist Church, May 15-17

T oward the end of
winter quarter and
during the spring
break, 183 members
of the college family
ministered with
Missionary Internship
Service (MIS) or with
gospel and ministry
teams. In February,
the Concert Chorale
performed concerts
on a one-week tour in
the Czech Republic.
During break, an MIS
team constructed
bCuil.dbibngs foCrh~e .
Cedarville students ministered to the kids of Inner City Impact.
an ean
nstlan
Center for the Deaf in Jamaica. Gospel teams ministering in churches and schools
in the U.S . were the Swordbearers (Chicago), the Kingsmen Quartet (Florida), the
Master's Puppets (Indianapolis), and the Lifeline Players (Kansas City). Ministry
teams served at the Christian Appalachian Project (Kentucky), Joy Ranch
(Virginia), the Master's Mission (North Carolina), Inner City Impact (Chicago),
and the Pacific Garden Mission (Chicago). Seven additional students ministered in
the country of Nepal.
Following spring break, the student body returned to interact with visiting
missionaries during the annual Spring Missionary Conference, March 20-24.
Featured speakers were Ed Lewis, recruiter for TEAM and former missionary to
Eastern Europe, and Grady Toland, missionary to Chile with Association of
Baptists for World Evangelism. The theme of the conference was Building Global
Values.

Moody Pastors Conference
Moody Bible Institute, May 22-25

Chica20, Illinois

Engineering Vehicles Get Around

In

February, the U.S . Department of
Energy (DOE) exhibited two energyefficient vehicles designed and built by
Cedarville engineering students in the
Chicago Auto Show in McCormick Place.
DOE's display was intended to raise public
awareness about the use of new technologies
to reduce vehicle pollution and improve the
environment. More than one million people
visited the auto show.
After the show, Cedarville's hybrid
electric vehicle (HEV) was displayed in the
student booth at the International SAE
Congress. The superrnileage car had been on

display at Disney World in Orlando,
Florida in October 1994.
Student engineering teams are preparing
for five competitions in May and June
1995. A team will upgrade the hybrid
electric vehicle to meet new specifications
for the ongoing HEV competition in
Detroit. Two new supermileage vehicles
will compete in Marshall, Michigan. The
aerodesign competition will take place at
Daytona Beach, Florida. The mini baja
vehicle will compete in Dayton, Ohio, and
an autonomous robot in Rochester,
Michigan.

Cedarville, Ohio
99th Commencement
Cedarville College, June 3

Toledo Ohio

GARBC National Conference, June 24-28
YouthFest Speaker, 24th and 28th

Cedarville, Ohio

Midwest Chinese Christian Summer
Retreat, Cedarville College, July 1-4

Alton, Illinois

Brown Street Baptist Church
July 9, a.m. and 2 p.m.

Schroon Lake, New York
Word of Life Island, August 5-12

Flint, Michigan
Emmanuel Baptist Church, August 27-30

Dr. James T. Jeremiah
Chancellor

Wheelersburg, Ohio

Scioto Hills Camp and Retreat Center
May 9-11

Dayton, Ohio

Emmanuel Baptist Church
May 14

Toledo, Ohio

GARBC National Conference
June 24-28

Indianapolis, Indiana
Heather Hills Baptist Church
July 16

Lowpoint, Illinois
Camp 'Manitoumi Family Camp
July 22-29
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Are You

Actively
Waitin8
for
Christ's

Coming?
by
. Robert Gromacki

T
ou just received an invitation to
a wedding ceremony. You will plan
to go because the future married
couple are good friends of yours.
You will buy a gift, but aside from
that action, you will simply wait for
the special day. What will be the
difference between your waiting and
the waiting of the engaged couple?
In your case, your waiting will be
passive waiting. In their case, their
waiting will be active waiting. You
will basically be doing nothing, but
they will be doing a lot of things.
The Bible declares that we
believers will be going to a special
wedding, the marriage of the Lamb
(Revelation 19:7). We are not invited
guests. Rather, we constitute the
bride of Jesus Christ. As saved
persons, we belong to the true
church.
Paul wrote: "Husbands, love your
wives, just as Christ also loved the
church and gave Himself for her, that
He might sanctify and cleanse her
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with the washing of water by the
word, that He might present her to
Himself a glorious church, not
having spot or wrinkle or any such
thing, but that she should be holy
and without blemish" (Ephesians
5:25-27).
As believers, we are currently in
the time of preparation. The day of
presentation will occur when Jesus
Christ comes to take His bride into
heaven.
That wedding day has been
called the rapture of the church
(1Thessalonians4:13-18). It is
marked by the descent of Jesus
Christ from heaven, the resurrection
of the dead in Christ, the translation
of living believers, and the snatching
of both groups in one body into the
air to meet Jesus Christ and to be
with Him forever.
There is one major difference
between earthly weddings and this
heavenly wedding. Engaged couples
set their marriage date months in

advance and then prepare for that
special day. In contrast, we believers
do not know the date of His coming.
In fact, all we know is that He can
come at any moment. His coming is
imminent. No signs or events precede
it.
Christ has made preparation for His
return and the subsequent marriage.
As a true bride, we must also be
ready for that day. We must be
actively waiting even though we do
not know the day. We cannot be
passively waiting, doing nothing.
What then are the features of
actively waiting for the coming of
Christ?

First, we wait when we serve.
In their spiritual conversion, the
Thessalonians "turned to God from
idols to serve the living and true God,
and to wait for His Son from heaven,
whom He raised from the dead, even
Jesus who delivers us from the wrath
to come" (1 Thessalonians 1:9-10). In
their faith, they not only looked back

to the crucified, resurrected Savior,
but they also looked up for His
imminent appearing (1 Thessalonians
4:16-18). They knew that He could
come in their lifetime, so they were
busy serving their God. They
modeled the truth to other believers,
and they trumpeted the gospel to the
lost (1 Thessalonians 1:7-8). Their
faith was active, evangelistic, and
living.
Paul also revealed the truth of the
rapture of the church to the
Corinthian believers. He informed
them that some Christians would get
an immortal, incorruptible body
through resurrection and that those
who were alive at Christ's return
would get a new body through
translation (1 Corinthians 15:51 -57).
Such dramatic changes could occur
"in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye, at the last trump"
(1 Corinthians 15:52). Paul
believed that both he and the
Corinthian believers could be
among the living when the
rapture would occur. (Note his
assertion "and we shall be
changed" 1 Corinthians 15:52.)
Such conviction of heart
should produce excellence in
life and work. The apostle
encouraged them: "Therefore,
my beloved brethren, be
steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the
Lord, knowing that your labor is
not in vain in the Lord"
(1 Corinthians 15:58).
When we were converted, we
became co-workers with God and
with other believers in the divine
creative-redemptive purpose for this
age. In this dispensation, Jesus Christ
is building His church, a spiritual
organism made up of believing Jews
and saved Gentiles (Matthew 16:18).
We should glorify God in whatever
we do (1 Corinthians 10:31). We
should be faithful stewards of God's
redemptive purpose as we work for
Him through our personal lives, our
homes, our vocations, and our
churches.
Some of the Thessalonian believers
wrongly applied the truth of the
imminent return of Christ to their

daily lives (1 Thessalonians 4:9-12,
2 Thessalonians 3:6-15). They
stopped doing income-producing
work, thus becoming a bothersome
burden to their diligent brethren.
They rationalized that secular work
was neither important nor necessary
since Christ was going to return
soon. They were mistaken about
both concepts .
When Christ taught about His
second coming in the parables, He
admonished His followers to work
until He returned. He once told
about the ten servants who were
responsible to increase what the
master invested in them: "Do
business till I come" (Luke 19:13).
Those who worked hard and
produced were rewarded, and those
who did nothing were judged (Luke
19: 11 -27) .

To a child of God, all work must
be seen as sacred service. To serve
as a missionary or a pastor is not
more important than to serve as a
doctor, teacher, or factory worker.
In all of those vocations, God can
be served and believers can be
actively waiting for Christ to come.
Since we do not know when
Christ will return, we must be
faithful in serving the needs of our
families (1 Timothy 5:8), of the
less fortunate (Ephesians 4:28),
and of the ministry (1 Corinthians
9:13- 14).
Waiting for Christ and serving
Him complement each other.

Second, we wait when we
grow in Christlikeness. The
apostle John wrote: "Beloved, now
we are childen of God; and it has not
yet been revealed what we shall be,
but we know that when He is
revealed, we shall be like Him, for
we shall see Him as He is. And
everyone who has this hope in Him
purifies himself, just as He is pure"
(1 John 3:2-3).
If we really believed that we could
see Jesus Christ at any moment, that
conviction would change our
attitudes and actions. Would we
secretly be involved in sin if we
knew that Christ would suddenly
burst into our privacy? Certainly
not! That possibility caused John to
admonish his readers : "And now,
little children, abide in Hirn, that
when He appears, we may have
confidence, and not be ashamed
before Him at His coming"
(1 John 2:28) . True waiting
results in a righteous life (2:29) .
Paul gave a similar charge to
the Roman believers: " ...now it
is high time to awake out of
sleep; for now our salvation is
nearer than when we first
believed. The night is far spent,
the day is at hand. Therefore let
us cast off the work of darkness,
and let us put on the armor of
light" (Romans 13:11 -12). At
His coming, Christ finalizes our
salvation when He liberates our
bodies from the effects of sin
and our very persons from the
presence of the sin nature. Since
that future event can take place at
any moment, we should be morally
alert and sensitive to the corruption
around us.
The grace of God which saved us
also teaches us to deny sin and to
grow in holiness (Titus 2: 11 -12).
Our godliness should mature as we
are "looking for the blessed hope
and glorious appearing of our great
God and Savior Jesus Christ" (Titus
2:13). Waiting for Christ is more
than mental assent to the doctrinal
statement of Christ's imminent
return. True waiting for Him issues
in a moral affirmation of
Christlikeness. If we are going to be
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like Him when we see Him, then we
should live for Him and be like Hirn
today. We ought to walk "just as He
walked" (1 John 2:6).

Third, we wait when we
endure trials. James wrote:
"Therefore, be patient, brethren,
until the coming of the Lord" (James
5:7) . Just as the farmer must
patiently wait for the harvest through
seasons of rain and drought, so must
believers wait for Christ as they
endure the tests of life. Those trials

can involve persecution for the sake
of righteousness, loss of income,
misunderstanding, and physical
weakness. Again, he added : "You
also be patient. Establish your hearts,
for the coming of the Lord is at
hand" (James 5:8).
Paul wrote: " ... even we ourselves
groan within ourselves, eagerly
waiting for the adoption, the
redemption of our body...if we hope
for what we do not see, we eagerly
wait for it with perseverance"
(Romans 8:23 ,25) .
Christ endured the cross to achieve
the victory of the resurrection and
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the glory of His return. God likewise
calls us to endure sufferings in order
to stimulate our anticipation of
Christ's coming and our subsequent
release from all afflictions. Paul's
testimony of hope should be
internalized by all of us: "For I
consider that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall
be revealed in us" (Romans 8:18).
In active waiting, we face the
uncertainties of life with positive

optimism. We focus on Him and
eternity, not on self and time. When
we wait for Hirn, we affirm that He
is sovereign, that He is in control,
and that we are not alone.

Fourth, we wait when we
trust Him. On the night before His
crucifixion, Christ assured His
disciples : "Let not your heart be
troubled; you believe in God, believe
also in Me. In My Father's house are
many mansions; if it were not so, I
would have told you. I go to prepare
a place for you. And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come
again and receive you to Myself;

that where I am there you may be
also" (John 14:1-3). Do we really
take God at His word? Do we truly
believe Him? Trust Hirn? Do we
have confidence that Jesus Christ
will do what He said?
Christ once said to Nicodemus: "If
I have told you earthly things and
you do not believe, how will you
believe if I tell you heavenly things?"
(John 3:12) The truth of Christ's
imminent return and the truth of the
rapture of believers are heavenly
things. They cannot be
proved by human
reasoning or by
scientific
experimentation. They
are either believed or
rejected.
Thus a genuine test
of a true Christian is
his faith in the second
coming of Jesus Christ.
Do we really believe in
it and in Him? Do you?
Do I? If so, let us
manifest that faith in
our life choices.
The last words that
Jesus Christ ever said to
any person were these:
"Surely I am coming
quickly" (Revelation
22:20). We must never
allow time or
experience to dull our
faith in His promise.
We must believe Hirn
and we must pray:
"Amen. Even so, come
Lord Jesus!"
(Revelation 22:20).
Dr. Robert Gromacki ,
Distinguished
Professor of Bible and
Greek, joined the
faculty of Cedarville
College in 1960. He
holds degrees from
Baptist Bible
Seminary, Dallas
Theological Seminary,
and Grace Theological Seminary. The
author of 14 books, over 100 articles
on biblical themes, and numerous
Sunday School materials, Dr. Gromacki
is in great demand as a speaker for
Bible conferences and lectureships.
He currently pastors Grace
Community Baptist Church in
Washington Court House, Ohio.

MINISTRY
Bible At Cedarville
Prepares You To Serve
''For over a generation, Cedarville
professors have ministered to God's people
through writing. Our mi~ion involves
teaching God's truth-through our lives, by
our lips, and with our pens."
Daniel Estes, Ph.D., Professor of Bible
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An interview with Dr. Kent R . Amstutz,
currently serving as developmental
pediatrician at the University of
Nebraska Medical Center in Omaha,
Nebraska. Dr. Amstutz, a physician
himself, is dealing with a health crisis in
his own life and is waiting to receive a
liver transplant. He and his wife,
Marilyn, are 1978 Cedarville graduates.
They have two daughters, Jenea and
Melissa, and live in Papillion ,
Nebraska.

TORCH: Dr. Amstutz, when were
you first aware that you had a
serious health problem?
I was first diagnosed with chronic
liver disease six years ago at Wilford
Air Force Base Medical Center in
San Antonio, Texas. Specialists at the
University of Nebraska Medical
Center in Omaha confirmed the
diagnosis. The Omaha medical center
is an internationally known liver
transplant center, and the
Lord had seen to it that I
was stationed at Offutt Air
Force Base in Omaha at
the time. I have basically
been treated there since the
diagnosis in 1989.
On October 12, 1994, I
was officially placed on the
active list for liver
transplantation. My
statistics were entered into
the United Network of
Organ Sharing (UNOS)
computer. I was listed in a
Category 2 status. Category 2 means
that I have many of the features of
end-stage liver disease, but I do not
have to remain in the hospital for
care. When I have to be hospitalized
for any complication, I am elevated to
Category 3 status. Category 4 would
mean that I would have to have a
donor liver implanted within the
subsequent 24-48 hours to survive.
Most people in Category 2 wait an
average of 12-18 months at medical
centers that transplant livers regularly.
The waiting can be a stressful
experience as the person may
continue to deteriorate slowly. It is
difficult to know how to pray. If you
remain relatively healthy, you wait

longer. If you become ill, the wait
may be shorter, but you tend to
worry that a donor will not be
available in time to save your life. It
is not uncommon for liver transplant
patients to wonder if anyone will die
today to provide the life-saving
healthy liver. Patients and their
families can become obsessed with
the waiting process. Their lives
become dysfunctional. They can
develop anxiety disorders or mood
disorders .

TORCH: How did you respond
when you found you were critically
ill?
I went through physical, emotional,
and spiritual trauma. I was angry
with God and fearful of the future. I
became depressed and sought help

from a Christian counselor as well as
a psychiatrist. Through the prayers
of my wife, Marilyn, and my family,
my own study of God's Word, and
God's mercy, I was able to recover
from depression and move ahead
confidently in my job as an Air
Force pediatrician.
My liver specialist encouraged me
to pursue my career goals even
though at some time in the future I
would likely need a liver transplant.
I continued to work at Offutt AFB .
In December 1992, I was selected to
do a fellowship in developmental
pediatrics, a relatively new
subspecialty of pediatrics. I also
continued to serve actively with my

family in our local church. I was
beginning to confidently wait for the
Lord's timing and leading for my life.
The clouds of doom were lifting and I
could see spiritual gains in going
through this trial. In hindsight, God
was preparing me for the eventual
ordeal of actively waiting for a donor
liver.

TORCH: How has the disease
affected you?
When we moved in June 1993 to the
Tacoma, Washington area so I could
train at Madigan Army Medical
Center, I had begun to show some
more signs of my chronic liver
disease. I became fatigued more often
and had more frequent episodes of
fever, joint aches, and chills.
My concentration skills were
impaired. It began to take
longer for me to acquire
new medical knowledge.
I had always been able to
learn quickly. Now I had
to really plod through the
material at a slow pace to
adequately learn my
subspecialty. This
decrease in the level of
mental function was due
to increasing liver
dysfunction. My
physician treated me
with medication to help
alleviate these
symptoms. Untrasounds of my liver
revealed further shrinkage and
scarring. But the Lord continued to
sustain me and give me the endurance
to nearly finish the rigorous academic
fellowship.
Then, in September 1994, I began
to have internal bleeding. These
bleeding episodes are life-threatening
and I was in the intensive care unit
off and on for the next three weeks. I
needed to get back to the medical
center in Omaha. Marilyn's parents
helped us move from Tacoma back to
Omaha. The Air Force moved our
household goods, but her parents
moved us into the house the Lord
supplied.
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I was medically retired as of
January 10, 1995. I am currently
listed in the liver transplant program
of the University of Nebraska
Medical Center program. The Lord
miraculously provided the
opportunity for me to finish my
developmental pediatrics fellowship
at the medical center's Department
of Rehabilitation and Genetic
Medicine, where I currently work.
My supervisors are very
understanding and allow me to leave
early to get the rest I need. Most
days, I work a full day, and the Lord
enables me to "push" through my
fatigue. I have had some worsening
problems with mental confusion at
times, but so far they have been
easily managed with diet and
medication. Marilyn and I minister
in our 134-voice choir every Sunday
and attend a small group Bible study
each week. I am also able to be
involved with our daughters'
activities.

TORCH: How have others
supported you?
God graciously gave to me my wife,
Marilyn, who has been my rock on
this earth. She never allows me to
pity myself and always spurs me on
to continue. While our life has been
stressful and chaotic lately, our love
is continually strengthened.
Marilyn was given a verse from the
Lord when I was initially diagnosed
with liver disease. This verse has
sustained our family : "For I know
the plans I have for you, declares the
Lord, plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future" (Jeremiah 29:11).
Another is "Even youths grow tired
and weary and young men stumble
and fall; But those who hope in the
Lord will renew their strength. They
will soar on wings like eagles; they
will run and not grow weary; they
will walk and not be faint" (Isaiah
40:30-31). And finally, "I am still
confident of this: I will see the
goodness of the Lord in the land of
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the living. Wait for the Lord; be
strong and take heart and wait for the
Lord" (Psalm 27:13-14 NIV).
In our Tacoma church, I was a
covenant care group lay pastor.
These care groups met during the
week to study the Bible and be
accountable to one another. We also
spent time in prayer for any physical,
spiritual, or emotional needs. We
actively took care of each other
during times of illness. The Lord had
long before shown me the value of
serving others as a way to come out
of my self-pitying, whining behavior
with my chronic illness.
My father accompanied me to
Wilford Air Force Base Medical
Center where I was first listed for
liver transplantation. I was able,
because of my illness, to spend time
with my father. It was a dividend of
God's grace. My father was able to
be with me during each step of
evaluation. We ate every meal
together for two weeks. He is a
godly man and he was able to
provide the spiritual encouragement
that I needed.
My entire family and Marilyn's
family have always supported us in
prayer and in many other ways. The
Lord has richly blessed us.
Our network of friends and our
pastors have also greatly encouraged
us. They help us with many of the
details of everyday life. They are
always willing to help us with child
care when I am in the hospital. This
brings us great comfort. I also thank
friends around the world for their
prayers. I receive cards and letters
of support regularly.

TORCH: What lessons has God
taught you as you've gone
through this trial?
In the past, I asked for complete
healing, but I have come to realize
that He wants me to endure this
trial as a testimony of His ability
to carry me through it. Every step
of the way, day by day- and for
me sometimes it's minute by

minute- I have seen the Lord 's
sovereignty. I used to think I had
given my life to God, but in reality I
was really still in control. Now, as I
daily release control, He can lead
and show me His merciful care and
love. My faith increases and he
shapes me into what I should be. Our
circumstances are stressful, but we
have a lot of hope and have learned
to tum things over to the Lord.
I really do not worry about the
waiting period for my life-saving
liver transplant because I have
chosen to wait for the Lord's timing.
He has shown me that His timing is
so perfect. I ask myself, why would I
ever want to be in control?

TORCH: What would you share
with others as they are faced with
similar trials?
Remember all He has done for you
to show His love. Study His Word
and learn from the testimonies of
Abraham, Daniel, Job, Joseph, Paul,
and many others. God gives us
salvation through the blood of His
own Son who now resides with the
Father.
We can't control the future, so why
not trust the sovereign God of the
universe? He is in control of
everything. Even when you cannot
see His hand, you can trust Hirn in
every circumstance of your life. As
you trust Hirn, He draws you to
Himself. Even in the ups and downs
and anxieties, underneath there is
peace and joy and hope-as you wait
on Hirn.

Forced To Wait
b Dr. Martin Clark

I

Waiting is tough.
Most of us prefer to act. Waiting
can be an aggravation, for we have
things we want done and we are
inclined to get on with them.
Sometimes being forced to wait
makes us feel vulnerable and,
Gonsequently, insecure. Doing
something- anything--can give us
the illusion that we are in control,
and we then feel more secure. Faced
with important decisions, we find it
uncomfortable to wait on the Lord.
We have grave suspicions about
those who wait easily. We tend to
attribute laziness or apathy to those
whom we see waiting and seeming
to enjoy it.
Our "logic" follows this course:
active is good, passive is bad. Doing
is active and therefore good; waiting
is passive and therefore bad. We
assume that waiting is passive, when,
in fact, waiting on the Lord can
make us very active.
Perhaps this is demonstrated in
what might be the most well-known
Bible verse on waiting.
But they that wait upon the Lord
shall renew their strength. They
shall mount up with wings as
eagles, they shall run and not be
weary, they shall walk and not
faint (Isaiah 40:31).
· t the very least, Isaiah tells us
that waiting on the Lord will lead to
renewed strength and increased
acfvity-soaring like eagles,
.running, and walking.
If waiting is not passive, how, then,
do we actively wait on the Lord?
Waiting on the Lm:d involves
knowing and doiog now what He
wants us to do. In virtually every
circumstance of life, we can find
something to do to please God.
Waiting on the Lord entails a life
of faith that includes prayer; seeking

to know God better; and reading,
meditating, and acting on His Word.
These activities certainly are active,
not passive. When done rjght, they
engage the mind and eart in a
se ·o'us and strenuous quest that
resul s in growth, answers, and
sometimes, more questions.

Sometimes we are called to "be
still , and know that I am God"
(Psalm 46: 10). Being still can be
hard work, and knowing that He is
God involves actively learning more
about God through His work in that
situation. Being still- waiting for
God to work-means surrendering
control by doing all we know we
should do, trusting God for His
direct intervention.
Beyond active prayer and
devotional exercise, we wait on Him
by using the ~esources He has
provided. Seekillg the counsel of
godly elders, examining our Godgiven gifts and opportunities in the
light of biblical values, makillg and
testing tentative decisions-all of
these are legitimate activities that
honor God and that can be used by
Him to bring resolution to our
dilemmas.

In the decision-making process, we
honor Him by waiting on Him. For
example, waiting on the Lord when
seeking career advancement means
doing all we can to please Him while
we work the process. We maintain
our devotional experience. But we
also examine our lives .for the way
we can depl oy our talents and
interests for the advancement of His
kingdom and focus our best energies
on our current responsibilities.
Short-changing a current employer
while searching for a new position is
not waiting on the Lord. RatQ,e,r, such
action dishonors Him.
We honor the Lord in our decisionmaking when we wait on Him "for
the right one to come along." This
should involve developing our gifts
and opportunities to assure the best
stewardship of life possible, whether
single or married. Waiting on the
Lord would cause us to honor God
by agreeing with Him on the high
calling of singleness, if tha ·s in His
plan. It would cultivate a spirit of joy
and fulfillment, rather than a lifetime
of loneliness and frustration and
"wasted years."
Ultimately, waiting on the Lord
means hoping in the Lord. For the
child of God, hope is not an empty
wish . Rather, it is a firm certainty in
the promises of God-a certainty
that motivates us to deeper faith and
more complete obedience. Hope
gives meaning to waiting so, whi e
waiting may still be tough, it can
also be fulfilling.
Dr. Martin Clark is
vice president for
development at
Cedarville College.
He maintains an
active preaching
ministry, teaches
seminary courses in
counseling, and is a
consultant for strategic planning.
Dr. Clark authored Choosing Your
Career: The Christian's Decision
Manual and The Bible Has The
Answer with Dr. Henry Morris, as well
as numerous articles in a variety of
publications. He ea.med deg.re~~ at
Bob Jones University and V1rg1ma
Polytechnic and State University.
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PERVASIVE

W

aiting on the Lord is a common occurrence at
Cedarville College. We continually seek the Lord,
individually or corporately, about many matters.
Confession. Encouragement. Trials. Unsaved loved ones.
Believers gone astray. Ministries. Illness. Finances. Focus.
Studies ....

For the eyes of the Lord are
over the righteous, and his
ears are open to their
prayers ... . 1Peter3:12
At almost any hour of the
day or evening, one can
find individuals or small
groups of students in
prayer in the chapel.

Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly
love; in honor preferring one another. Romans 12: 10
The women's basketball team exhibits unity and
character that is noted by opposing teams. The
women pray regularly for each other's needs and
for individuals they play against.
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For where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am I in the
midst of them. Matthew 18:20

The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much. James 5:16b
The computer age has opened new ways
for students to share their prayer requests
with the college family.

We also express the joy in our souls in praise and worship.
We wait. We grow. We gain greater understanding of His
Will and His good pleasure. We sec wonderful answers to
prayer. Sometimes we think answers are long in coming. We
see Him building character in us. Prayer does pervade the
Cedarville campus. And rightly so. We are His children.

Students are learning the wisdom of
building relationships on Jesus Christ and
waiting on Him.

.. .and when thou has shut the door, pray unto thy
Father which is in secret; and thy Father which
seest in secret shall reward thee openly.
Matthew 6:6
Students testify of the blessings of daily
personal devotions.

Suffer little children to come
unto me and forbid them not:
for of such is the kingdom of
God. Mark 10:14
A student teacher brings
the reality of God into the
lives of children.

Confess your faults one to another, and pray for one
another, that ye may be healed. James 5: 16a
The college family realizes the importance of
discipleship and accountability. Many know the
joy of praying for and sharing spiritually with
others on a regular basis.
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